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The Spoonbill is bigger than any of our Ibises, being
nearly a yard long ; the wing measures fifteen inches, the
shank six, and the bill eight. It is slighter and more
leggy than most Ibises.

It is found nearly all over the warm and temperate
regions of the Old World, but appears to do best in hot
climates, as it is resident in India, and eastern specimens
are larger than western. It is a marsh bird, feeding in
water somewhat like a duck, and on both animal and
vegetable food. It builds, however, a nest of sticks on a
tree, where the young remain and are fed by the parents.
Several usually breed together; the eggs are white and
indistinctly spotted. The breeding season varies accord-
ing to locality, beginning, in Ceylon, in March, and end-
ing, in November, in Sind. Spoonbills are good to eaty
but they do not thrive in captivity so well as Ibises, no
doubt needing more varied and delicate food. They
used to breed in England, where they were known as Sho-
velards. Protection is bringing them back again in places,
and they have apparently acquired the new name of
"Banjo-bills"! This is rather appropriate, and certain-
ly obviates any possible confusion with the Shoveller
Duck (Spatula clypeata), which might have been the
case with the old name.